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Important: Perspective 
Invasive plants are only a small percentage of all 
the plant species in CT 
 
Only a few plants are “bad actors” but they have a 
disproportionately large impact 
 

~3% of the overall flora in CT 
 

~10% of all non-native plants here 
 

 



Randy Westbrooks 
USGS, Invasive.org 

Multiflora rose 
Rosa multiflora 



Japanese knotweed 

Tom Heutte 

USDA, Invasive.org 

Japanese knotweed 
Polygonum cupsidatum 



Burning bush/Winged Euonymus 
Euonymus alatus 

Great fall color, BUT…………. 

Les Mehrhoff, IPANE.org 
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Burning bush/Winged Euonymus 
Euonymus alatus 
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Burning bush/Winged Euonymus 
Euonymus alatus 



Reasons to care: Environment 
• Soil chemistry 

• Tree/forest regeneration 

• Native plants 

– Native insects 

• Native birds, animals 

 



 

Logan Senack, UConn 



Reasons to car:  
Aesthetics and Land Use 

• Hiking 
 

• Fishing and boating 
 

• Hunting 
 

• Gardening and farming 
 

• Sense of place Wilfredo Robles, Mississippi State University, Bugwood.org 



Les Mehrhoff 



Japanese barberry 

Burning  
   bush 

  Morrow’s  
honeysuckle 

Oriental bittersweet 

Les Mehrhoff 



Japanese barberry 

Burning  
   bush 

  Morrow’s  
honeysuckle 

Oriental bittersweet 

Japanese  
honeysuckle 

Norway maple 
Garlic mustard 

Slender bittercress 
Multiflora rose 
Dame’s rocket 
Privet Forget-me-nots 

Pond starwort 

Autumn olive 
Yellow iris 

Les Mehrhoff 



Donna Ellis, UConn 



Donna Ellis, UConn 
Garlic mustard Japanese stiltgrass 

Mile-a-minute vine 

Oriental bittersweet 

Black Locust 

Multiflora rose 
Japanese barberry 
Forget-me-not  (*) 

Shrub honeysuckle 



Reasons to care: Economics 

• $120-150+ billion on invasive species per year 
 

• $35 billion on invasive plants per year 
 

• Lost crops, control costs, etc. 
 

• Spreading at a rate of 1,700,000  

     acres per year 



Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org 

Beach rose (Seaside rose) Rosa rugosa 



 

Logan Senack, UConn 

Mile-a-minute vine 
Persicaria perfoliata 



5. Autumn Olive 
Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 



autumn-olive ( Elaeagnus umbellata ) 

James H. Miller, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org 

Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 



5. Autumn Olive 
Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 



autumn-olive ( Elaeagnus umbellata ) 

Chris Evans, Illinois Wildlife Action Plan, Bugwood.org 

Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 
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Autumn Olive Elaeagnus umbellata 



Phragmites 
Phragmites australis 

Les Mehrhoff, IPANE.org 



Federal Definition 

1. Non-native 

 

2. Cause harm 

      - Economic 

               - Environmental 

              - Human health 



Connecticut 

9 criteria, including: 
 

 - demonstrated or possible rapid growth 
 

 - high dispersion potential 
 

 - outcompete other species in the same natural 
  plant community 

 

 - potential to exist in high numbers outside of  
  intensely managed habitats 

 



State Lists 
Prohibited List: 
-  80 of 97 species 
 

-  Subset of all listed 
    invasive plants 
 

- Legislature 

Invasive Plant List:  
-  97 species 
  

- Meet 9 criteria for 
  invasiveness/potential 
 

- Invasive Plants Council 

  
 



Legal Restrictions on Invasive Plants 

In CT, it is illegal to: 

•  import  

•  move* 

•  sell 

•  purchase 

•  transplant 

•  cultivate  

•  distribute 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
punishable by up to $100 
fine per plant (includes 
plant parts, seeds, etc.) 
 
DEEP has enforcement 
authority as of Oct. 2010 

 

 

any of the species on 
the prohibited list  
(state agencies and their contractors 
cannot use plants on the whole list) 



Legal Restrictions on Invasive Plants 

Woltmann NY DEC 



- Questions - 



Control and Management 

Weed Wrench.com 

Images from Bugwood.org 



Control and Management 

• MAKE A PLAN FIRST 
– Match the technique to the job 

 

• Plan to follow-up later 
 

• Dispose of plants properly* 
 

• Follow-up again 

 



Connecticut Efforts and Resources 



Photo by Max Williamson, USDA Forest Service, invasive.org Photo by Les Mehrhoff, IPANE, invasive.org 

Photo by Les Mehrhoff, IPANE, invasive.org 



Oriental Bittersweet 
Celastrus orbiculatus 

EDDMapS.org 



Purple Loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria 

Photo: Les Mehrhoff, IPANE  Photo: Les Mehrhoff, IPANE  



purple loosestrife ( Lythrum salicaria ) 

Rob Routledge, Sault College, Bugwood.org 



 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada Archive, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Bugwood.org 

Biological Control 
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Logan Senack, UConn 

Mile-a-minute vine 
Persicaria perfoliata 



Logan Senack 

Logan Senack 
Mile-a-minute vine: contact Logan or CT DEEP if found 



Photos by Todd Mervosh, CAES 
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Example: MAM efforts in CT 

• Different controls at different locations 

– Shetucket River 

• Herbicide at one site 

• Handpulling at another 

• Biocontrol at another 

• Controlled burn? 



Mile-a-minute “Pulling Party” in Sprague 



Photo by Kerry Britton, USDA Forest Service, Bugwood.org 

Kudzu 
Pueraria montana 



Donna Ellis, UConn 

Kudzu 
Pueraria montana 



 

Kudzu 
Pueraria montana 

EDDMapS.org 



Pueraria montana – Kudzu 
Invasive woody vine 

Kudzu leaf shape variation.   
Photos: Donna Ellis 

Kudzu flowering.  Photo: Donna Ellis 

Kudzu 
Pueraria montana 



Arthraxon 

 

Hairy jointgrass 

Arthraxon hispidus Photo by Les Mehrhoff,  
IPANE, Bugwood.org 

Nelson DeBarros, CT DEEP 



Hairy jointgrass 
Arthraxon hispidus 
 

EDDMapS.org 



 

Wavyleaf basketgrass 
Oplismenus hirtellus ssp. undulatifolius 

Kerrie Kyde, MD Dept. of Natural Resources, Bugwood.org 



 

~ 200 miles 

EDDMapS.org 



Available CT Resources 
• Website: fact sheets, plant photos, event news, links to 

guides, other projects 

 www.cipwg.uconn.edu 



CT distribution of  
mile-a-minute vine 

Available CT Resources 





Native plants  
(and other alternatives) 



Invasive Plants Council 

Donna Ellis, UConn 



Event 
Displays 



Workshops 



CIPWG 



Don’t forget: 

- Other Land Trusts 
- Non-profits, Conservation Organizations 
 
- Town groups: 
 Conservation Departments, Conservation Commissions 
 
- State groups: 
 CT Invasive Plant Working Group 
 CT Botanical Society 
 
- Federal: 
    Fish and Wildlife Refuge System 

 

 



Questions? 
logan.senack@uconn.edu 

Visit the website of the CT Invasive Plant Working Group  
for more information  

 www.cipwg.uconn.edu 

Dave Moorhead, Invasive.org 


