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A key component in an invasive species Early Detection, Rapid Response pro-

gram is the development of species distribution maps.  Entering and tracking loca-

tions of invasives within and between states can identify the ñleading edgeò of in-

vasive plants heading our way. This gives each of us a chance to implement Early 

Detection and Rapid Response programs in our area to stop or minimize an inva-

sive plant before it becomes a ñkudzuò kind of problem and allow land managers 

and agencies to prioritize control needs and strategies. 

 

The Early Detection and Distribution Mapping System or EDDMapS, is web-

based mapping system for invasive species distribution that is fast and easy to use 

and doesnôt require GIS experience. 

 

Gathering the information is as simple as taking pictures of the invasive plant and 

noting the location. Location information can be determined by taking the GPS 

coordinates on-site, or by using EDDMapS on-line map functions to locate the in-

festation.   

 

Using standardized on-line data forms, you can add specific information about the 

infestation and images that will then go to a database that aggregates data from 

other  mapping projects and cooperators to display invasive species distribution 

for county level, state and national level scales. 

 

Step-by-step instructions to enter data and images into EDDMapS follow. 
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First step : Register as an EDDMapS user. 

 

Go to the EDDMapS website (http://www.eddmaps.org)  

 

Select ñReport Sightingsò from the menu bar. 

 

 

http://www.eddmaps.org


3 

 

Click the ñRegister Nowò 

button.  

Fill out the form; then 

click the ñSubmitò but-

ton. 

Once you have registered for EDDMapS, you will simply sign in to report an in-

festation. 

 

Go to the EDDMapS website (http://www.eddmaps.org) and select ñReport Sight-

ingsò from the menu bar.  

 

Log in under, ñPlease Log In.ò  

http://www.eddmaps.org
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You are now ready to begin the reporting procedure. 

State: Select the state for 

which you are reporting an 

infestation. 

You will see a reporting form with a num-

ber of fields. If you place your cursor over 

the (?) at the end of each field you will get 

more information about that field. 

 

You might want to take a few minutes the 

first time you reach this page to explore the 

information available at each (?). 

 

Most of the fields have arrows for drop 

down boxes with a list of possible choices 

for that field. 

 

Beginning at the top, we will first look at 

Species: 

Pest 
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Species: 

Pest: If you click on the arrow on the right you will find a drop-down menu with 

a list of plants.  

 

If the plant you have found is not listed, choose ñOther Species.ò If you are not 

sure what the species is, choose ñUnknown.ò 

 

If you select ñOther Speciesò email the Center for Invasive Species and Ecosys-

tem Health at bugwood@uga.edu with the name of the invasive plant not listed on 

the drop-down menu. 

 

Note: Plants are listed in alphabetical order by scientific name, although the 

common name is also  listed. 

mailto:bugwood@uga.edu
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Infestation:  

 

Observation Date: 

Enter the date you 

observed the pest 

plant in the format 

mm/dd/yyyy. 

 

Note: If the date is 

entered in different 

format it may cause 

an error message to 

appear. 

Infested Area: Enter only the area that is actually occupied by the invasive spe-

cies. Do not forget to choose the unit area from the drop-down menu, be it acres, 

hectares, square feet, or square meters. 

 

Gross Area: Estimate the general area within which the invasive species is found. 

This total area may 

include portions that 

are not occupied by 

this species. Again, 

choose the unit area 

from the drop-down 

menu. 

 

Note: This is just to 

give us or a land 

manager an idea of 

the area infested. So 

your best estimate is 

fine. 
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Habitat : From the 

drop-down menu, 

choose the description 

that best describes the 

habitat within which 

the invasive plant oc-

curs. If you do not see 

the habitat listed, 

choose ñOther.ò If se-

lecting ñOtherò email 

bugwood@uga.edu to 

explain the unlisted 

habitat so it can be 

added to the drop-

down menu. 

 

Canopy Closure: Es-

timate the area of 

ground covered by fo-

liage of the invasive 

species. 

Abundance/Density: Choose the most appropriate an-

swer from the drop-down menu: Single Plant, Scat-

tered Plants, Scattered Dense Patches, Dense Mono-

culture. 

 

Patch Type: A sin-

gle plant or very 

small group is a 

point; a fence line or 

river bank infestation 

is linear;  any other 

area is a polygon. 

 

Plant Description: 

Check all that apply 

by clicking the box 

to the left of each de-

scription: in flower, 

in fruit, seedlings/

rosettes, seeds, dor-

mant/dead, 

unknown.  

mailto:bugwood@uga.edu
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County:  

 

Choose the 

county where 

the plant was 

observed 

from the drop

-down menu. 

Latitude/

Longitude:  

 

There are a cou-

ple of ways that 

you can get this 

information. 

 

You can GPS the 

point using a 

GPS unit. Make 

sure you set your 

GPS unit to 

ñNAD83.ò 

 

Oréé.. 


